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restrictions (ranging from regulation 
to complete prohibition), gear mark-
ings and identification, vessel mark-
ings and identification, allowable bio-
logical catch (ABC) and ABC control 
rules, rebuilding plans, sale and pur-
chase restrictions, transfer at sea pro-
visions, restrictions relative to condi-
tions of harvested shrimp (maintaining 
shrimp in whole condition, use as bait), 
target effort and fishing mortality re-
duction levels, bycatch reduction cri-
teria, BRD certification and decerti-
fication criteria, BRD testing protocol, 
certified BRDs, and BRD specification. 

(b) Gulf royal red shrimp. Reporting 
and monitoring requirements, permit-
ting requirements, size limits, vessel 
trip limits, closed seasons or areas and 
reopenings, annual catch limits 
(ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), 
quotas (including a quota of zero), ac-
countability measures (AMs), MSY (or 
proxy), OY, TAC, management param-
eters such as overfished and over-
fishing definitions, gear restrictions 
(ranging from regulation to complete 
prohibition), gear markings and identi-
fication, vessel markings and identi-
fication, ABC and ABC control rules, 
rebuilding plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested shrimp (maintaining 
shrimp in whole condition, use as bait). 

Subpart D—Coral and Coral Reefs 
of the Gulf of Mexico 

§ 622.70 Permits. 

See § 622.4 for information regarding 
general permit procedures including, 
but not limited to fees, duration, trans-
fer, renewal, display, sanctions and de-
nials, and replacement. 

(a) Required permits—-(1) Allowable 
chemical. For an individual to take or 
possess fish or other marine organisms 
with an allowable chemical in a coral 
area, other than fish or other marine 
organisms that are landed in Florida, a 
Federal allowable chemical permit 
must have been issued to the indi-
vidual. Such permit must be available 
when the permitted activity is being 
conducted and when such fish or other 
marine organisms are possessed, 
through landing ashore. 

(2) Aquacultured live rock. For a per-
son to take or possess aquacultured 
live rock in the Gulf EEZ, a Federal 
aquacultured live rock permit must 
have been issued for the specific har-
vest site. Such permit, or a copy, must 
be on board a vessel depositing or pos-
sessing material on an aquacultured 
live rock site or harvesting or pos-
sessing live rock from an aquacultured 
live rock site. 

(3) Prohibited coral. A Federal permit 
may be issued to take or possess Gulf 
prohibited coral only as scientific re-
search activity, exempted fishing, or 
exempted educational activity. See 
§ 600.745 of this chapter for the proce-
dures and limitations for such activi-
ties and fishing. 

(4) Florida permits. Appropriate Flor-
ida permits and endorsements are re-
quired for the following activities, 
without regard to whether they involve 
activities in the EEZ or Florida’s wa-
ters: 

(i) Landing in Florida fish or other 
marine organisms taken with an allow-
able chemical in a coral area. 

(ii) Landing allowable octocoral in 
Florida. 

(iii) Landing live rock in Florida. 
(b) Application. (1) The applicant for a 

coral permit must be the individual 
who will be conducting the activity 
that requires the permit. In the case of 
a corporation or partnership that will 
be conducting live rock aquaculture 
activity, the applicant must be the 
principal shareholder or a general part-
ner. 

(2) An applicant must provide the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Name, address, telephone number, 
and other identifying information of 
the applicant. 

(ii) Name and address of any affili-
ated company, institution, or organiza-
tion. 

(iii) Information concerning vessels, 
harvesting gear/methods, or fishing 
areas, as specified on the application 
form. 

(iv) Any other information that may 
be necessary for the issuance or admin-
istration of the permit. 

(v) If applying for an aquacultured 
live rock permit, identification of each 
vessel that will be depositing material 
on or harvesting aquacultured live 
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rock from the proposed aquacultured 
live rock site, specification of the port 
of landing of aquacultured live rock, 
and a site evaluation report prepared 
pursuant to generally accepted indus-
try standards that— 

(A) Provides accurate coordinates of 
the proposed harvesting site so that it 
can be located using LORAN or Global 
Positioning System equipment; 

(B) Shows the site on a chart in suffi-
cient detail to determine its size and 
allow for site inspection; 

(C) Discusses possible hazards to safe 
navigation or hindrance to vessel traf-
fic, traditional fishing operations, or 
other public access that may result 
from aquacultured live rock at the site; 

(D) Describes the naturally occurring 
bottom habitat at the site; and 

(E) Specifies the type and origin of 
material to be deposited on the site 
and how it will be distinguishable from 
the naturally occurring substrate. 

§ 622.71 Recordkeeping and reporting. 
(a) Individuals with aquacultured live 

rock permits. (1) A person with a Federal 
aquacultured live rock permit must re-
port to the RA each deposition of ma-
terial on a site. Such reports must be 
postmarked not later than 7 days after 
deposition and must contain the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) Permit number of site and date of 
deposit. 

(ii) Geological origin of material de-
posited. 

(iii) Amount of material deposited. 
(iv) Source of material deposited, 

that is, where obtained, if removed 
from another habitat, or from whom 
purchased. 

(2) A person who takes aquacultured 
live rock must submit a report of har-
vest to the RA. Specific reporting re-
quirements will be provided with the 
permit. This reporting requirement is 
waived for aquacultured live rock that 
is landed in Florida. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.72 Prohibited gear and methods. 
Also see § 622.9 for additional prohib-

ited gear and methods that apply more 
broadly to multiple fisheries or in 
some cases all fisheries. 

(a) Power-assisted tools. A power-as-
sisted tool may not be used in the Gulf 

EEZ to take prohibited coral or live 
rock. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.73 Prohibited species. 
(a) General. The harvest and posses-

sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Prohibited coral. Gulf prohibited 
coral taken as incidental catch in the 
Gulf EEZ must be returned imme-
diately to the sea in the general area of 
fishing. In fisheries where the entire 
catch is landed unsorted, such as the 
scallop and groundfish fisheries, 
unsorted prohibited coral may be land-
ed ashore; however, no person may sell 
or purchase such prohibited coral. 

§ 622.74 Area closures to protect Gulf 
corals. 

(a) West and East Flower Garden Banks 
HAPC. The following activities are pro-
hibited year-round in the HAPC: Fish-
ing with a bottom longline, bottom 
trawl, buoy gear, dredge, pot, or trap 
and bottom anchoring by fishing ves-
sels. 

(1) West Flower Garden Bank. West 
Flower Garden Bank is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 27°55′22.8″ 93°53′09.6″ 
B ................ 27°55′22.8″ 93°46′46.0″ 
C ................ 27°49′03.0″ 93°46′46.0″ 
D ................ 27°49′03.0″ 93°53′09.6″ 
A ................ 27°55′22.8″ 93°53′09.6″ 

(2) East Flower Garden Bank. East 
Flower Garden Bank is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 27°59′14.4″ 93°38′58.2″ 
B ................ 27°59′14.4″ 93°34′03.5″ 
C ................ 27°52′36.5″ 93°34′03.5″ 
D ................ 27°52′36.5″ 93°38′58.2″ 
A ................ 27°59′14.4″ 93°38′58.2″ 

(b) Florida Middle Grounds HAPC. 
Fishing with a bottom longline, bot-
tom trawl, dredge, pot, or trap is pro-
hibited year-round in the area bounded 
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